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. adjudication anc administration of water rights:
@.{'AT" and declaring an emergency. ' '

ttion, vartaership, business ¢trust, puplic or private corporation.

P Article AVY of the Constitution of Texas and is in the crercise
ol the pelice powers of the State in the interest of the public

A BILL 70 BE ENTITLED

- e
e R A ACT g@/}j ,
;Zzﬂuj‘:]i providing for the recordation of certain clainms

of water rights and imposing limitations on the
exercise of such claims: providing for the

BE IT EHACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF PHE STATE OF TEXNAS:

Section 1. SHORT WITLE. Thils Act may be cited as the Water
Hights Adjudication Act. : ' ‘

Sec. 2, DEPFINITIONS. As used in this Acti:

"Section” and "Subscction’ refer to parcts of this Act.

‘"Person' means any individual, firm, associabtion, organiza-

company or political subdiwvision of the State., agency of the State,
the United States, or any other legal entity. '

“United States’ mzans the Unilted States of America, and in
relation to any particular matter includes bhe office s, apents,
enployees, agencies or instrumentalities suthorized tu zcet in
relaticn thereto. '

“Commission' means the Texas Vater Rignts Comilssion,

"Water rizht® means a right under the laws of the State of
Texegs To impound, divert or use public waters of the State.

“Certified filing” means a record of appropriation filed wi
the Doard of VWaler iEngineers under the provisions of Section 1k
of Chapter 171, Acts of the 33rd Legislature of Pezas, 1913, and
amendnents thereorl, '

“Permit! means a periiit to apovroorizte public water issusd by
the Uexas Water Rights Commission or its predececsSsSors or sSUCCESSOrs
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sec. 3. DECLARATION OF POLICY. It is declared that the
conservation and vest utilization of the water resources of this
State are a2 public necessifty and it 1s in {he inberest of the pecple
ol the Stale to require recordation with the Commilssion of claims

of water rights which are presently unrecorded, to limit the
exercise of such claims to actual use, and tc previde for the
adjudlcation end administration of webtir rizghts to the end that the
surface water resources of the State may be put to their sreatest
benelficial vse. Therafore, the enzetmont of this Aet iz in
furtnerance of the public rizhts, duities and functions above seb

rorth and in resoponse to the mandate expressed in Szetion B9 of

ot

~

nelfare,
Sec. i, RECORDATION AND LINIWATION OF CEATAIN WATER RIGHT
CLATNMS., (&) This section avnlies to &1l claims ol rinarisn uster
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rights, all claims under Article 7500a, Revised Civil Statutes of
Texas, 1925, to impound, divert or use public waters of the State
for other than domestic or livestcck purposcs for which no permit
has been issued, all claims of water rizhts under the lrrigation
Acts of 1889 and 1895 which were not filed with the State Board of
Water ingineers in accordance with the Irrigation Act of 1913, as
amended, and all other clazims of water rizhts other than claims
under vermits or certified filings.

(b) Any claim to wnich this section applies shall be recog-
nized only if valid under exisiting law and only to the extent of
the meximum actual apvlication of water to beneficial use without
vwaste during any calendar year from 1963 to 1967, inclusive.
However, in any case where any claimant of a riparian rignht has
prior to the effective date of this Act commenced or completed the
construction of works designed to apply & greater quantity of water
to beneficial use, such right shsll be recoznized to the extent of
the maximum amount of water actually applied to beneflclisal use
without waste during any calendar year from 1963 to 19706,
inclusive,

(c) On or before January 1, 1369, every person claiming
any water rignt to whieh this section applies shall file with the
Commission & statement setting forth thc name and address of the
claimant, the location and the nature of the right claimed, the
stream or watercourse and the river basin in which the rigzht is
claired, the date of commencensnt of works, the cates and volumes'
of use of water, together with sueh other information as may be
réquired by the Commission to show the naturs znd extent of the
clain,  Bach claimant or ownor shzall be reguired to certify under
oathr trat the statements made in support of his clain are true and
correct to the best of nis knowledze and belief. Any clalmant

desiring recognition of a risint based -on use from 1968 to 1970,

inclusive, as provided in Subsection (b) shall file an additicnal’
sworn statement on or before July 1, 1971, The Commission shall
prescribe forms for the sworn statements, but usé of Commission
forms shall not be mandatory.

(@) The Piling of all clains to use puclic water is neces-
sary for the conservation and best utilization of the water
rescurces of the state; therefore, failuve to file the sworn state-
rient or statements with the Commission in substantisl cemplicence
with this section shzll extinzuisn and bar any claim of witer
rights to whien tnis section 2bvlies, and thereafter no such right
shall ne recognizec. The sworn statements required by this section
shall be binding on the perscn submitting the stetement a2nd his
successors in interest but. shell not be bincing on the Ccommission
or any otner person in interezt. Hothing herein shall be construcd
to recognize any water right which aid not exist prior to the
effective date of this fet. ‘ihis section shall not awply to use of
tater for nomestic or livestock purposes, but the Commission may
adopt reasonable rules and regulations governing the use of nublic
vaters for these rpurposes.

Sec. 5. ADJUDICATION OF WATHR RICHTS. (a) The water rizhts
in any stream or semment thercof mav be a Judicated as vrovided in
this Act upon the Commission's ouwn motion or upon a petition to the
Commission sirmed by tan £10) an mare alaSmanbte A comio s ot s -
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the source of supply or upon petition of the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board. Promptly after the filing of a petition, the Ccmmis-
sicn shall investigate the facts and conditions necessary to
determine whether the adjudication would be in the Dubllc interest.
If the Cemmission finds that an adjudication would be in the public
interest, it shall enter an crder to that effect designating the °
stream or segment to Le adjudlcated and directing an investigation
to be made of the area described to gather relevant data and
information essential to the proper understanding of the c¢laims of
water rights involved. The results of the investigation shall be
reduced to writing and made 2 matter of record in tne Commission's
office. In connection with the investigation, the Commission shall
make & map or plat showing with subbtantial accuracv the course of
the stream or segment, the location of reservoirs, diversion works
ana places of use 1nclua1nb lands which are being irri ated or have
facilities for irrigation.

(b) The Commissicn shall prepare a notice of zdjudication
which shall describe the stream or segnent to be adjudicated and
the date by which all claims of water rights in the stream or seg--
ment shall be filed with the Commission, which date shall not be
less than ninety (90) days after notice is issued as hereinafter
provided. The notice shall be published each week for two (2)
consecutive weeks in one (1) or nore newspapers having general
circulation in the counties in which such stream or segment is loca-
ted. Notice shall also be given by certified mail to each claimant
of water rights whose diversion is within the stream or segment %o
be acdjudicated inscfar as such claimants can reasonably be ascer-
tained from the records of the Cowmission. ZEvery person claiming
a watexr right of any nature whatscever, except for domestic or
livestock purposes, from the stream or segment under adjudication
snall file a sworn claim with the Commission witnin the time
pTCbCTlD“Q in the notice, including any extensions the“col, sottjﬁb
forth the name and post ofilce adaress of the claimant, the loca-
tion and nature of the right claimed including a° escwlmtion of any
permit or certified filing under which the cla im is wmade, the
purpose of use, a Gescription of works and 1lrrigated lands, if any,

and all other 1nformation necessary to show the nature and extent
of the claim. The Commission shall prescribe forms for claims, but
use of Comnmission forms shall not be mandatory.

(¢c) The Commission shzll set a time and vlace for hearing all
claims. Not less than thirty (30) cays prior to the commenceanent
of such hearings, the Commission shall give notice thereof by
certified mail to =zll persons who have filed claims in accordance
witn the preceding subsection or this notice may be incluced in the.
notice of uthQlCathJ provided in Subsection (b). The hearingzs

shall be conducted as provided in Section 9 of this Act.

(¢) VUpon completion of the nearinegs, the Commission shall
meke a preliminary cetermination of the claims to water "guts
unaer adjudication. One copy of the prelininary determination
shall be furnished without charge o each person who filed & claim
in accordance with Subsection (b) Additional comies of the
preliminary determination shall be nade available for public
inspection at convenient loeations throushout the river basin, as
de31 nﬂtoa by the Commission, Coepics qnall also be made availabie
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of reproduction. All evidence presented to or considered by the
Commission shall be open to public inspection for a period of not
less than sixty (60) days, as fixed by the Commission, after the
notice prescribsd in this subsecticn is issued. The Commission
shall &lso set a date for filing contests on the preliminary deter-

Jmination, which date shall not be less than thirty (30) dayvs after

the period for public inspection of the evidence presented to or
consicdered by tne Commission hss closed. Promptly after the
preliminary determinaticn has Leen made, notice of the fact shall

Aibe published each week for two (2) consecutive weeks in one (1) or

more newspapers having general circulation in the river basin in
which the stream or sezment is located. Notice shall also be

sent by certified mail to each claimant of water rights within the
river basin in which the stream or segment is located, insofar as
such claimants can be reasonably ascertained from the records of
the Commission. Each notice shall also state the place and the
period of time that the preliminary determination and evidence
presented to or considered by the Commission will be open for public
inspection, the locations throuzhout the river basin where copies
of the preliminary determination will be available for public
inspection, the method of ordering coples of the preliminary
determiratlion and the charge therefor, and the date by which
contests on the preliminary determination must be filed.

(e) If any water rignt claimant affected by the preliminary
determination, including claiments to water rights within the river
basin but outside the stream or segment under adjudication, disputes
the preliminary cetermination, he shall within the time for filing
concests prescrived in the notice, including any extensions

thereof, file a written contest with the Commission, stating with
reasonable certainty the grounds of his contest, which statement
shall be veriflied by the affidavit of the contestsnt, his agent,

or attorney. 1If the contest is directed against the oreliminary
determnination of the rights of other claimants, a copy shall be
served on each such claimant or his attorney by certified mail, and
procof of service shall be filed with the Commission. After the time
for filing contests has expired the Commission shall prepare a
notice setting forth the part of the preliminary determination to
which each contest is directed and the time and place of nearing of
the contest. The notice shall be seont to each claimant of water
rights within the river basin in which the stream or segment is
ilocated insofar as such claimants can rezsonably be ascertained
from the records of the Commission., The hearings shall be conducted
as provided in Section 9 of this Act.

(f) Upon completion of hearings on all contests the Cormis-
sion shall make a finzl determinztion of the clalms to water rigits
under acjudlcation. A copy of the finel determination and any
modlification thereof shall be sent {o cach claimant whose rignts
are aqjudicated and eazch contesting party. Within thirty (30) days
rfrom the date of the final cetermination any affected perty may
apply to the Commission for a rehezring, Applications for rehearing
vihiich in the opinlon of the Commission are without rmerit may be
denlec without notice to other partie , but no application for
rehearing shall be granted without notics to each claimant whose
rights are adjudicated and each contesting party.
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(g) As soon as practicable after the disposition of all
applications for rehearing, the Commission shall file an action for
judicizl review of its final determination in z district court as
determined by the Commission. Any district court of general
Jurdsdiction shall have venue of such zction. At the time the
action is filed, the Commission shzll file with the court a certi-
fied copy of its rinzl determination, together with all evidence
presented to or considered by the Commission. The Commission shall
ocbtain an order from the court fizing a time not less than thirty
(30) days from tne cate of the order for the filing of exceptions to
the Commission's final determination and fixing a time not less than
sixty (60) days from the date of the order for the commencement of
hearings on exceptions. The Commission shall immediately give
written notice of the court's order by certified mail to all parties
who appeared in the proceedings before the Commission, and proof of
notice shall be filed with the court.

(h} Any affected person who appearsd in the proceeding before
the Commission may file exceptions to the final determination wnich
excepticns shall state with a reasonable degree of certainty the
grounds for the exception and shall specify the particular vara-
graphs and pages of the determination to whicn excepticn is taken.
Three (3) copies of such exceontions shall be filed in court, and a
copy shall be served on the Commiszion. The Commission shall malke
copies of all exceptions available at reasonzbie cost, based upon
the cost of reprecduction. '

(1) The court shall hear any exceptions which have been
filed, and the Commission and all affected persons apopearing in
the proceecings cefore the Commission shall be entitled to appear
and be heard on the exceptions. Other partiecs in interest may be
perinitted to appear and be heard by leave of ccurt for good cause
shown. The court shall have the power to conduct nonjury nearings
and proceedings at any convenient location within the State. Actual

lexpenses dncurrsd by the court outside of its judicial district

shall be taxed as costs.

(i) In passing on exceptions the court shall determine all
Issues of law and fact independently of the Commission's deter-
mination. The substantial evidence rule shall not be used. The
court shall not consider any exception which was no%t brought to the
Commission's attention by appliczation for rehearing, nor shall the
court consider any ilssue of fact raised by an excention unless the
record of evidence before the Commission reveals that the question
vas genuinely in issue before the Commission. Any party in intercst
nay demand a jury trial of any such issue of fact, but the court
may in its aiscretion have a separate trial with a separate jury of
any such 1lssue or issues. :

(k) Any exception hesrd by tne court without a jury may be
resolved on the record of evidence before the Comindssion. or the
court may in its discretion take additicnal evidence or airect that
addlticnel evidence be heard by the Commission. After final hearing
the court shall enter & decree affirming or modifving the order of
the Commission and may assess such costs as it mey deemn just,

Appeal nay be taken from the decree in the same nznner and with
the same effect as in other c¢ivil cases. The final cdecree in

every water right adjudication shall be final and conclusive as o




1 [all existing and prior rights and claims to water rights in the
2 fadjudicated stream or segment and shall be binding on all claimants
3 | to water rights within the river basin, including claimants to
4 |wabter rights outside the adjudicated stream or segment. Excepnt
5 || for domestlc and livestock purposes or rights subseguently acguired
6 by permit, no water right shall be recognized in the adjudicated
7 I strean or segment unless included in the final decree,
8 (1) Upon the final determination of the rights to the waters
9 jof any stream and the expiration of the time for renearing proviced
10 Hin Section (k) hereof, the Commission shall issue to each person
1l fadjudicated 2 water right a certificate of adjudication, signed by
12 fithe Chairman and affixed with the seal of the Commission. The
13 Jcertificate of adjudication shall refer to the final deéree of
14 hadjudication to which it relates and shall state the name and post
15 llofrice address of the holder of the adjudicated rignt, the priority,
16 |lextent, and purpose of the right, and if for irrigation purposes,
17 la description of the irrigated land, together with all obher
ig information relating to the adjudicated right contained in the final
Gecree. . ,
20 (m) The certificate of adjudication or a true copy shall be
2l Htransnitted by the Commission to the county clerk of each county
22 llin which the appropriation is made. Upon receipt of the recoréing
23 ffee from the holder of the certificate, the county clerk shall
23 Iile and record the same in z well-bound book provided and kept for
25 | that burpose only, and shall index the same alphabetically under
26 | the name of the holcder of tne cervificate of adjudlcation and of
27 lthe stream or source of water supply, and. thereupon., shall deliver
28 i the certificate of adjudication, upon demand, to the holder.
22 Sec. 6. PERMITS ISSUED APTER ADJUDICATION. Permits, other
30 than temporary pernits, issued by the Cosmission to appropriate
gé water from an azdjudicated stream or segment shall be subjeect to
33 aQ@ig?stration in t@e_fame manner ss provided in this Act for an
34 tadjudicated water right.

'35 Sec. T. ABATENEHNT OF CERTAIN CIVIL ACTIONS, Nothing in
. this Act shall prevent or preclude any person claiming the rizht

gg to divert water from a stream from filing ana prosecuting ?o

3g | conclusion a suit agzainst other clainants of the rizht to divert

3¢ [ Or use water from the same stream: provided, hewever, that if the
4o | Commissicn has ordered a determinztion of water rignts as wnrovided
41 || in Section 5 of this fAct, or if the Commission shall ordser such a
42 || Getermination witnin ninety (90) days after notice of the filing

43 || ¢f such a suit, the suit shazll be zbated on motion of the Commis-
44 J8ion or any party in interest as to any issuves involved in the

a5 lwater rights.determination, except that the court may grant or

46 || continue any temporary reliefl necessary to presarve the status quo
47 | pending final Cetermination of the waber rights invelved. _
48 I Sec. 8, ADMIWISTRATION OF WATHR RIGUIDS. (a) The Comwission
49 | snall divide the State into water divisions {or the pursoss of

50 padministering aediudicated water righnts. Water divisioni may be

51 | created frowm time to time, as the necessity therefor arises. and

52 fshall be constituted to secure the pest ovrotection to the holders

of

water rizhts and the most economical supervisicn on the part of
the State, '
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(b) One watermaster may be asppointed by the Commission for
each water division. The watermaster shall hold office until a
successor is appointed and moy be removed at any time by the
Commission. The Comaission may employ assistant watermasters and
other employees necessary to 2id the watermaster in the discharge
of his duties. 1In any water division in which the office of water-
master 1s wvacant, the Commission shall have the powers and authority
of a watermaster. The watermaster shall perforin nis Guties under
the general direction and supervision of the Commission and shall
be respensible to the Commission for the proper performance of his
fduties. Any person dissatisfied with any action of a watermaster

may apply to the Commission for relief.

(c) It shall be the duty of the watermaster to c¢ivide the
water of the streams or other sources of supoly of his division in
accordance with the adjudicated water rizhts, and to regulate or
cause to be rezulated the controlling works of reservoirs and
diversion works in time of water shortage, as may be necessary by
reason of the rights existing in the streams of his division, -or
as nay be necessary to prevent the waste of water or its diversion
or teking or storage or use in excess of the guantities to which
the holders of water rizhts are lawfuliy entitled. The water master
shall also have autherity to regulate the distribution of water
from any system of works that serves users wihose rights have been
separately determined. Uhenever, in the verformance of his cutiss,
the watermaster regulates diversion works or tne controliing works
of" reservoirs, it shall be his cuty to sttach to such Giversion
vorks or controlling works a written notice properly dated and
signed, setting forth the facts that sueh diversion works or
centrolling works have been properly regulzted snd are wholly under
his control, and such notice shall pe legal notice to all varties
interested in the diversion and cistrivution of the water served by
sucn diversion works or reservoir. ,

(a) The compensztlon and necessary eipenses of a water-
raster, assistant watermasters and other necessary employees shall-
be pald by the Commission, and the Comrission shzll be reimbursesd
for such compensztion zna expenses by the holders of water rights
that have been determined or adjudicated and whese rizhts are so
adiministered. 'The Commission, after the adjudication cecree
Decomes final, shall notify each holder of water rizhts under the
Gecree of the amount of compensation and expenses that will ve
recguired annuzlly for the administraticn of the water rishts sc
determined. - Following a public hearing under the provisions of
Section 2, the Commission shall issue an order assessing the annual
cost agzainst the holders of water rights to whom the water will be
Gistributed under the final decree. The Commisslon crder shall
equitably apportion costs; it may provide for payments in install-
ments and shall specify the dates by which payments shall. be nmade
Lo the Commission, The Commission shall transmit all collections -
to the State Treasurer. HNo waber shall be "diverted, taken or
stored by or delivered to any person wnile delinguent in the payment
of his assessed costs. Lach order assessing cests snall remain in
effect until further order of the Commission and may be modiried,
revoied or superseded by subseguent order of the Commission.
Supplementary orders may be issued from time to time to apply to
nevw diveraednne -
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Section other than Subsection (d). No such azreement shall impair

(e} The owner of any works for the diversion or storage of
weter shall meintain to the satisfeaction of the Commission a
substantial headgate at the point of diversiocn, or a gate on each
discharge nipe of = pumping plant, of such construction that it can
be locked at the proper place by the watermaster, or a suitable )
outlet in a dam to allow the free passage of water that the cwner
of the dam is not entitled to divert or impound, the suitability

cf suen ocutlet to be determinéd by the Commission. 'The owner of
any works for the diverszion or taking, or storage, or distribution
of water, when required by %he Commission, shall construct and
maintein suitable measuring devices at such points as will enable
the wetermaster to determine the quantities of water tc be diverted
or taken, or stored or released, or distributed, in order to
satisfy the rizhts of the respective users thereof. The Commission
may orxder flumes to be installed along the line of any ditech if
necessary for the protection of water rights or other property. If
the owner of any such works shall refuse or neglect to comply with
the directions of the Commission, as providéd in this section, the
Comnission after ten (10) days' notice or such addltional time as
shall be reasonable under the clrcumstances, may order the water-
master to make such adjustment of the control works as will prevent
the owner of the works from diverting or takinz or storing or
clstributing any of the water to which he would otherwise be
entitled until he shall have made full compliance with the -order of
the Commission. '

(") Any person injured by the exzercise of the duties
prescribed by this Act may bring suit against the Commission to
review the action or to obtain an injunction. If the water right
involved has been adjudicated as provided in this Act, an injunction
shall be issued only if it is shown that the Commission has failed
to carry into effect the decree agjudlicating the water right '
involved,

() In any area in which water rigzhts of record in the office
of the Commission have not been adjudicated, the holders or claim-
ants of such rights and the Commission may enter into a written
agresment for their administration. Thne agreement shall provide the
basis and manner of distribution of the waters to which the asree-—
ment relates; the services of a special watermaster, and assis-
tants i7 necessary, to carry out the agreemeént:; and the aliocation,
collection and payment of the annusl costs of administratlon: and
shall be recorded in the offices of the Commission and of the county
clerk of eaeh county in which any of the works or lands affected
oy the agreement are located. The adrministration of water rights
uncer any such agreewent shall be governed by the provision of this

any vested right to the use of water nor create any additional
rights to the use of any water. | |

Sec. 9. KOTICE AND PROCELURE. Hotice of any hearing cr oiher
vroceeding ordered by the Commission pursuant to this Act shall bhe
ziven in the manner prescribed in the Rules and Regpulaztions of the
Commission unless otherwise snecifically provided for in this Act.
In any procecdéing in any part of the State, the Commission shall
ngve the power to take evidence, incluéing the testimony of wit-

nesses: to administer catns; to issue subvoenas and comnel fhe
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attendance of witnesses; which subpoenas shall be served in the
same manner as subpoénzs issucd out of the courts of the State: to
compel witnesses to testify and zlve evidence; to order the taking
of depcsitions and issue commissions therefor in the same manner

as depositions in civil actions. The evidence may be taker by a
duly appointed reporter pefore the Commission or its authorized rep~
resentative who also shall have the povwer to zdminlister oaths.
Witnesses shall receive the same Tece and miieage as witnesses in
civil actions, to be nezid by the party calling such witnesses.

Fees and mileage of witnesses called by the Commission shall be
paid out of funds made availsble to the Commission by the Legis-
lature. 1In case of neglect cr refusal on the part of any person to
comply with any order or subpoena issued by the Comnission, or the
refusal of any witness to testify to any wmatter regarding which he
ay lawfully be interrogated, he shall be vunished in the manner
provided by law for such disobedience in civil actions, upcn appli-
cation therefor by the Comnmission to a district court of the county
in which the proceeding is held. %he Comnission may adjourn ths
proceedings from time to time and fron place to place, and unon the
conclusicen of the proceeding, it shall render a decisicn as To the
natters concerning which the procecding was held, '

Sec, 10. CANCELLATION OF WATER RIGHTS. dFothing in this Act
snall recognize any abandoned or cancelled water right or impair in
any way the power of the Commission under peneral lav to forfeit,
cancel or find abandoned any wster right, including adjudicated
water rights. ' L

Sec. 11. GROUNDWATER NOT AFNECYED. Thnis fict shall not apply
to underground water as defined in fActs 1925, 39tn Legislature,
Chazpter 25, as amended by Acis 1949 0 Blsgt Leg
{codified zs Article 7860-3c, Sec. A (3)).

Sec. 12, SAVING CLAUSE. o action or vroceeding conmenced
prior to the effective date of this Act, and no right accrued save
anc except these specifically provided for hercin, shall be affected
by Its enactment. ' ' -

Sec. 13, SEVERABILITY. Irf any provisicn of this Act or the
application thereof to any person or circumstances, ig held to be
uncorstitutional, the remainder of the fict, or the application of
such provisions to other persons or circumstances, shall not be
affected thereby.

Sec. 14. REPZEALER. 411 laws or parts ol laws in conflict
herewith are repealed to the extent of such conflict only.

Sec. 15, EMERGEXNCY CLAUSE. The fact that the present lauws
relating to the adjudication and administration of surflace water
rigats in Texas are inadeguate ., and the fach that there is a need
for procedures to insure the fair and egultable administration of
rights fo those waters create an emergency and an imperative public
necessity that tine Constitutional Rule reguiring bills to be read
on three several days in each house be suspented, ana this Rule is

-

islature, Chapter 306

E

Jereby suspended, and that this Act shall fake effect and pe in

force according to its terms, and 1t 1s so enzcted.
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A BILL

{ TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT providing for the recorda-
tion of certain claims of
water rights and imposing
limitations on the exer-
cise of such claims; pro-
viding for the adjudication

| and administration of water

rights; and declaring an

emergency.
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